
 

 

 

 

 

THE GLOBAL THREAT OF ISIS  

 RISKS AND SOLUTIONS 

 

After the bloody events in Al-Sina'a prison in the city of Al-Hasakah and SDF 

success in controlling the situation, there is again a great deal of talk about the 

threat that ISIS still poses. We are talking about the world's most dangerous 

terrorists held in unsuitable centers in NES (North and East Syria), where 

there are more than 12,000 ISIS terrorists in detention centers and prisons, 

distributed in 3 central detention centers and 9 other sub-prisons, all of which 

are not suitable. In addition to the danger of ISIS to the local areas of NES, 

this danger affects other continents and countries, as it also threatens global 

security. The ISIS issue is a serious concern that needs common international 

cooperation at political, legal, security, and military levels, as there is a 

likelihood of a repeat of what happened in Al-Sina'a prison occurring in other 

detention centers, and the possibility of future situations running out of 

control, with far worse outcomes than what happened in Al-Hasakah. 

Accordingly, the SDC believes that the danger of global terrorism of ISIS still 

exists and needs to be reassessed, and a common and obvious plan of action 

must be developed at the local and international levels. 

 

FACTORS OF GROWING TERRORISM IN NES 

 

Firstly, the political-legal factors:  

1- The continuation of the Syrian crisis without a clear international vision for 

a political solution, depletes the human and material infrastructure and 

creates the appropriate environment for the growth of terrorist organizations.   

2- The exclusion of The Syrian Democratic Council (SDC), which is the 

political umbrella of NES, from Geneva peace talks on Syria. 

3- The Turkish occupation of the areas of northern Syria, the war crimes 

committed by it against the indigenous population, and its direct support for 

the terrorist organizations existing there.   
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4- Iran's presence in Syria and its control over many decision-making parties 

in the Syrian state.  

5- The Syrian regime continues its authoritarian policies and does not accept 

any political transitional solution.   

6- The fragmentation of the Syrian opposition and many parties has become 

dependent on regional and international agendas.  

7- The lack of an international legal formula to support the Autonomous 

Administration of NES, removes the region's sovereignty according to 

international law, and makes it vulnerable to interference and violations by 

regional States. Moreover, the lack of such a formula undermines the 

confidence of local communities in the Autonomous Administration and 

creates instability and insecurity, thus it prepares an appropriate environment 

for the growth of terrorism. 

8- There is no system of recognized legal trials to make judgments in relation 

to ISIS members either through special international courts or local courts 

supported by The Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS.  

9- Some regional countries invest in the presence of ISIS and use it to weaken 

stability in NES and threaten regional and international security.  

Secondly, the socio-economic factors:   

1- The lack of sustainable economic development in the regions of NES due to 

the fact that the agriculture and oil sectors have been severely affected as a 

result of the war on terrorism.  

2- The educational sector has been affected by the lack of legal status for 

education in NES.     

3- The poor standard of living, as a result of the conditions of war, the 

destruction of infrastructure, frequent displacements, and the lack of job 

opportunities and decent livelihoods, which in turn lead to the deviation of a 

large segment of young people towards terrorism and violent extremism. 

Thirdly, the geo-security factors: 

1- The Turkish occupation zones are being turned into training camps for ISIS 

and Al-Qaeda, and these areas are used as bases for logistical support and 

planning for terrorist attacks on NES.  

2- The attack of the Turkish drones on areas of NES has reduced the number 

of checkpoints and facilitated the passage of cars, creating a case of insecurity 

on roads which was exploited by ISIS.  

3- Permanent tensions on the demarcation lines among the Turkish 

occupation zones and NES.  



4- The presence of the Syrian regime's security squares in the cities of Al-

Qamishli and Al-Hasakah, as they are exploited by the National Defense 

militias and militias affiliated with Iran to move ISIS cells. 

5- The U.S. withdrawal from areas such as Tabqa and Raqqa created a case 

of insecurity, increasing the activity of ISIS cells in these areas, and allowing 

other international forces to intervene.  

6- The map of influence in NES is distributed between Russia and the United 

States, complicating security issues.   

7- Security gaps exist on the Iraqi-Syrian border, allowing ISIS terrorists to 

move between the two countries easily.  

8- The lack of a system to bring ISIS members detained in prisons in NES 

Syria to trial, which sustains the dangerous situations in the camps.  

9- The poor infrastructure of prisons, lack of protective equipment and 

modern surveillance techniques, and poor training of prison guards. 

10- Gathering a large number of the most dangerous members of ISIS in one 

prison. 

 

THE DANGERS OF ISIS GLOBAL TERRORISM 

 

Firstly, the global security: 

1- The recent ISIS attacks on Al-Sina’a prison in Al-Hasakah proved that ISIS 

is still active and poses a threat to global security. If the growth of terrorism 

around the world is not defeated through international cooperation, the world 

could be vulnerable to events similar to September 11 attacks and subsequent 

terrorist attacks on multiple world capitals. 

2- The growth of ISIS terrorism undermines international peace and security 

efforts.  

3- It gives hope to jihadist organizations around the world to regroup their 

ranks and carry out their terrorist activities to control and dominate the 

world. 

4- It threatens the global supply chain and the stability of the global economy. 

  

Secondly, prisons and camps are time bombs 

• Prisons (detention centers):  



There are 27 prisons and detention centers containing ISIS terrorists in NES, 

which are irregular prisons and centers that lack modern technologies, 

protection structure, and specifications required to contain the most 

dangerous terrorists in the world. 

1- These prisons are time bombs under these conditions, as the escape of 

terrorists from prisons poses a great threat to the security of the region and 

the world.  

2- The failure to prosecute ISIS members in prisons pushes them into 

permanent rebellion.  

3- These prisons pose a significant burden on the Autonomous Administration 

in economic, security, and legal terms. 

 

• Camps: 

- Al-Hol camp 

The number of people in the Al-Hol camp is more than sixty thousand (or 

60,000) people, most of them from the families of ISIS. 

1- Al-Hol camp is the largest concentration of terrorist families in the world.  

2- The camp has turned into permanent training camps for ISIS. 

3- A new generation of extremist terrorist thought has emerged from the 

children of the camp, and the camp turned into a center for the growth of 

terrorism. The increase in the number of terrorists leads to security risks and 

repercussions at the regional and global level, which will escalate if the 

situation of the camp is not addressed radically. 

4- ISIS women are considered the basis of terrorism in training children for 

jihad and violent extremism, and they carry out murders and liquidations 

continuously inside the camp. 

- Random camps  

There are dozens of random camps in different areas of Northern and Eastern 

Syria that previously dealt with Turkish-affiliated factions and ISIS members, 

as they have many relatives within the ranks of ISIS.  

1- The random camps are a suitable environment for the activity of ISIS cells.  

2- The residents of these camps are characterized by ease of movement, hiding, 

moving and carrying out terrorist operations because they are not fixed in a 

specific place.   

3- ISIS cells have carried out dozens of operations using these camps as 

starting bases, and have caused significant damage to the administration's 



infrastructure, such as the bombing of pumps and institutions, as well as 

assassinations. 

  

• Cubs of the Caliphate  

ISIS children, so-called "Cubs of the Caliphate", number in the thousands. 

They are distributed in special centers and dormitories within detention 

centers and camps.  

1- The so-called “Cubs of the Caliphate" constitute a human resource and 

future soldiers of ISIS.  

2- The long-term threat to local community security by reproducing terrorism 

that threatens the future of the region and the world. 

  

 

Thirdly, the community security 

1- Getting lost in a state of permanent instability.  

2- Members of the community have been harmed by ISIS cells and live in a 

state of constant panic and threat.  

3- Activation of radical terrorist thought. 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

At the political and diplomatic levels:  

1- Setting a special political framework for SDC in the Syrian peace process 

in Geneva.  

2- Putting pressure on the Syrian regime to accept a political solution, as the 

survival of this regime is a continuation of terrorism. 

3- The region of NES needs a political openness by the international 

community and the global coalition to defeat ISIS, not just a military and 

security partnership.  

4- The need to involve SDC Council in international meetings on the fight 

against ISIS.  

5- The need to establish a special international court to bring terrorists to trial, 

or to support the establishment of a domestic court enjoying legitimacy and 

providing it with international techniques and expertise.    



6- Methods must be found to enhance cooperation between the United Nations 

and the Autonomous Administration. 

7- The need to visit international delegations to the North and East of Syria 

and to look closely and examine the situation.  

8- The need for the international community to hold the Turkish occupation 

accountable for committing war crimes and crimes against humanity against 

our people in Afrin, Tal Abyad and Seri Kaniyah, and for making these areas 

a safe haven and headquarters for the training of ISIS and Al-Qaeda and a 

center for planning their terrorist attacks. The killing of Abu Bakr al-

Baghdadi and Abu Ibrahim al-Qurashi in areas controlled by the Turkish 

occupation is the best proof of this.  

At the security and military levels: 

1- Support prison infrastructure with radiology devices, electronic gates, and 

fortification of buildings.  

2- Support the construction of prisons in NES in accordance with the high-

level specifications and standards of prisons needed for holding terrorists.  

3- The need for the international community to work to return ISIS families 

as a priority and to take foreign ISIS members back to their countries.  

4- Create special forces called “prison guards” trained and equipped by the 

global coalition. 

5- Support the establishment of Border Guard forces on the Iraqi-Syrian 

border and provide them with all the required expertise, military equipment, 

and monitoring devices.   

6- The need to put the Syrian armed factions existing in the Turkish 

occupation areas on the list of terrorism as their actual leaders are ISIS and 

Jabhat al-Nusra, and they receive direct support from the Turkish intelligence 

and army. 

7- Increase the security and military coordination of international forces with 

the Syrian Democratic Forces in the field of combating terrorism.  

8- Supporting rehabilitation programs and building new specialized centers 

for children, women, and adults. 

9- Dealing with the issue of Al-Hol camp on the basis that it is an ISIS city that 

requires dealing with it at all levels from culture, education and rehabilitation 

to division, organization, and development. A common integrated strategy 

must be set among the United Nations, the Global Coalition, and the 

Autonomous Administration in this regard. 

At the social and economic levels: 



1- The regions of the North and East of Syria must be exempt from sanctions, 

particularly those related to the agriculture and oil sector.  

2- Increase support for stabilization programs in NES.  

3- Supporting infrastructure and active activities in NES.  

  

  

On February 11th, 2022 
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